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§ 170.17.15 Abatement of garbage, solid waste, grass and weeds. 

(a) Grass and weeds. The owner, occupant, lessee, or contract for deed buyer of any premises shall remove or 
have removed from any premises growth of grass and/or weeds ten inches or greater in height. It shall be 
the ultimate responsibility of the owner to keep the premises free of any accumulation of growth of grass 
and/or weeds ten inches or greater in height. Any employee, agent or party doing business on behalf of the 
City of Springfield may enter upon the land or any part thereof of another for the purpose of abating the 
growth of grass and/or weeds and shall not be liable for trespassing onto land notwithstanding the presence 
of any printed or written notice forbidding entry being posted on the land. Notice shall be given in the 
following manner:  

(1) For lots with an occupied structure, the notice to abate the growth of grass and/or weeds ten inches or 
greater in height may be given to the owner of the property by personal service or by regular mail with 
postage prepaid. All notices shall state that the removal of the growth of grass and/or weeds shall be 
performed within the time specified from the date of the notice. The maximum time limit to abate the 
growth of grass and/or weeds ten inches or greater in height shall be seven days from the date of 
mailing the ordinance violation notice, or five days after personal delivery of the ordinance violation 
notice or the posting of notice on the property.  

(2) For vacant lots or lots with an unoccupied structure, the notice to abate the violation of growth of 
grass and/or weeds ten inches or greater in height shall be published by the city in a newspaper of 
general circulation within the city limits. The notice shall be posted once a week for two consecutive 
weeks any time during the months of April through August for each year. Said notice shall inform all 
owners of any vacant lot or a lot with an unoccupied structure that the growth of grass and/or weeds 
ten inches or greater and their existence on any such lot is contrary to the ordinances of the city. The 
notice shall further inform the public that should the grass and/or weeds grow to more than ten inches 
in height during the remaining calendar year, the city may cut the grass and/or weeds without further 
notice and the owner or person in control shall be liable to the city for its costs. This notice shall be a 
display advertisement.  

For purposes of this section, any requirement for service of notice by mail on a property owner will be 
sufficient if the notice is addressed to the name and address of the entity which is shown by the records of 
Sangamon County as the entity responsible for paying property taxes on that property.  

If the owner of the property has not abated the violation of growth of grass and/or weeds ten inches or 
greater within the applicable time limits, the director of public works, or his or her designate, shall cause 
employees or agents of the city to enter onto the property with the unlawful weed growth and shall abate the 
violation by cutting such grass and/or weeds and performing any other work necessary to cut such grass and/or 
weeds.  

The director of public works shall calculate the cost to the city of the cutting of such growth, which shall 
include sums paid to any contractor or contractors hired by the city to cut such growth, the hourly wage plus 
benefits of any city employee or employees who cut such growth, and a reasonable amount which reimburses the 
city for the overhead costs of the grass/weed abatement process, including the cost of the mailings, notices, office 
staff, inspectors, and other personnel necessary to notify owners and abate the growth of grass and/or weeds. The 
calculation of the overhead cost for mailings, notices, office staff, inspectors, and other personnel shall be 
presumed to be reasonable unless rebutted by clear and convincing evidence. A bill for the cost of the grass/weed 
abatement shall be mailed to the owner.  

The owner of the property shall have 45 days after the date of mailing the bill for the cost of abating the 
growth of grass and/or weeds to file a written protest with the office of the treasurer of the cost of such 
grass/weed abatement. If such written protest is not filed within 45 days, the cost of the grass/weed abatement 
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shall not be questioned in any subsequent proceeding. The owner, or his or her attorney, may review the evidence 
the city uses at the hearing.  

The city shall provide an opportunity for the owner to show by clear and convincing evidence that the cost of 
the grass/weed abatement should not be a debt of the owner by (1) proving that a document was recorded with 
the Sangamon County Recorder before the date of the notice of ordinance violation which showed either (a) that 
another entity was the owner of the property or (b) that the property was subject to a contract for sale in which 
the contract buyer was responsible for maintenance of the property; (2) that the grass/weeds were less than ten 
inches in height at the time the grass/weeds were cut by agents or employees of the city; (3) that the city did not 
follow the notice procedure required by this section or (4) that the costs of the grass/weed abatement were not 
reasonable. No other defenses are relevant and the owner shall have the burden of proof. If the owner has filed a 
dispute of abatement within 45 days of postmark date of the mailing of the bill, the city shall conduct an appeals 
hearing. Such hearing shall be recorded and the person conducting the hearing on behalf of the city shall be 
empowered to administer oaths and to secure by subpoena both the attendance and testimony of witnesses and 
the production of relevant books and papers. Persons appearing at such appeals hearing may be represented by 
counsel at their expense.  

(b) Garbage and solid waste. For accumulations of garbage and solid waste, the city shall follow the notice 
requirements set forth in section 170.10.06 of this Code.  

For purposes of this section, any requirement for service of notice by mail on a property owner will be 
sufficient if the notice is addressed to the name and address of the entity which is shown by the records of 
Sangamon County as the entity responsible for paying property taxes on that property.  

If the owner of the property has not abated the accumulation of garbage or solid waste within the applicable 
time limits, the director of public works, or his or her designate, shall cause employees or agents of the city to 
enter onto the property shall abate the violation.  

The director of public works shall calculate the cost to the city of the cost of abating the accumulation of 
garbage or solid waste, which shall include sums paid to any contractor or contractors hired by the city to abate 
such accumulation, the hourly wage plus benefits of any city employee or employees who abated the 
accumulation, and a reasonable amount which reimburses the city for the overhead costs of the abatement 
process, including the cost of the mailings, notices, office staff, inspectors, and other personnel necessary to notify 
owners and abate the growth of grass and/or weeds. The calculation of the overhead cost for mailings, notices, 
office staff, inspectors, and other personnel shall be presumed to be reasonable unless rebutted by clear and 
convincing evidence. A bill for the cost of the abatement shall be mailed to the owner.  

The owner of the property shall have 45 days after the date of mailing the bill for the cost of abating the 
accumulation of garbage or solid waste to file a written protest with the office of treasurer of the cost of such 
abatement. If such written protest is not filed within 45 days, the cost of the abatement shall not be questioned in 
any subsequent proceeding. The owner, or his or her attorney, may review the evidence the city uses at the 
hearing.  

The city shall provide an opportunity for the owner to show by clear and convincing evidence that the cost of 
the abatement should not be a debt of the owner by (1) proving that a document was recorded with the 
Sangamon County Recorder before the date of the notice of ordinance violation which showed either (a) that 
another entity was the owner of the property or (b) that the property was subject to a contract for sale in which 
the contract buyer was responsible for maintenance of the property; (2) that the city did not follow the notice 
procedure required by this section; (3) that the costs of the abatement were not reasonable; or (4) that a person 
with no relationship to an owner, tenant or contract purchaser of the property unlawfully deposited garbage or 
solid waste on the owner's property. No other defenses are relevant and the owner shall have the burden of proof. 
If the owner has filed a dispute of abatement within 45 days of postmark date of the mailing of the bill, the city 
shall conduct an appeals hearing. Such hearing shall be recorded and the person conducting the hearing on behalf 
of the city shall be empowered to administer oaths and to secure by subpoena both the attendance and testimony 
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of witnesses and the production of relevant books and papers. Persons appearing at such appeals hearing may be 
represented by counsel at their expense.  

(c) In the event the costs for abatement of any nuisances described in this section are not paid and the city must 
resort to collection by the initiation of a collection action in circuit court, a minimum charge of $75 shall be 
added to the bill to cover the costs of collection and reasonable attorney fees. When the city uses a third 
party for collections, an additional collection charge equal to the contractual collection fee will be applied. In 
addition, the city may exercise or impose any rights, remedies, penalties or charges available to it on the 
underlying debt.  

(Ord. No. 361-10-14, § 2(Exh. B), 10-21-14) 

 


